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UPLIFTING WISCONSIN’S
OUTDOOR ECONOMY

AGENDA
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Value of Outdoor Recreation

WISCONSIN IS 
AMONG LEADERS IN 
OUTDOOR REC
• Wisconsin was the 14th state 

to establish an Office (2019)

⎻ Established with bipartisan 
support as a 2-year project

⎻ Renewed in last 2 budget cycles, 
including 2023-2025

• 24 states with an Office of 
Outdoor Recreation
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CASSIE MORDINI
Director

TAYLAR FOSTER
Program & Outreach 
Specialist

JESS JAMES
Outdoor Recreation 
Development Specialist

HOW WE FIT IN DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

OFFICE OF GROUP 
TRAVEL

MISSION:
To support and uplift the outdoor 
recreation industry and its partners 
for the economic health and overall 
well-being of the state and its 
residents.
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SIZZLE REEL PLACEHOLDER

TOOLS

INSPIRATION
CONNECTIONS

RESOURCES

GUIDANCE

THE VALUE OF 
OUTDOOR 
RECREATION
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• Seeking image of Polaris 
facility at work on ATV/UTV 
engine
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U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

$
OUTDOOR RECREATION
GENERATES
$9.8 BILLION FOR 
WISCONSIN

AND SUPPORTS
94,000 JOBS
ANNUALLY

U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis

NATIONAL POWERHOUSE 
IN OUTDOOR REC 
MANUFACTURING
• Dozens of top outdoor brands 

have locations in Wisconsin

• Supporting both rural and urban 
communities
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Counties with outdoor recreation 
amenities, especially rural 
counties, draw:

• Visitors & residents

• Higher incomes

• Faster earnings growth

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
IS ATTRACTION

*Headwaters Economics, (2019).

THE OUTDOORS
IS ALWAYS A TOP 
REASON
FOR VISITING 
WISCONSIN.
Longwoods International (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021) 

OUR WATER ASSETS 
ARE REMARKABLE
• 800 miles of Great Lakes shoreline

• Mississippi River

• 15,000+ inland lakes

• 84,000 miles of rivers

• St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 

• Lower Wisconsin Riverway
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• The American Birkebeiner 
• draws 40,000 people

• $4 million in economic impact

• Tour of America’s Dairyland 
• draws nearly 100,000 fans

• $2.4 million in economic impact

OUTDOOR EVENTS SPUR 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Data from American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation.

Davis et al, Economic Impact of Bicycling in Wisconsin, (2019).

Photo © Kelly Randolph, American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation.

ACTIVITIES BRING IN 
BILLIONS TO WISCONSIN

*American Sportfishing Association
**U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, (2011).
***Davis et al, Economic Impact of Bicycling in Wisconsin, (2019).
****Lee, D. Economic Impact of ATV/UTV Industry and Riders in Wisconsin, (2024).).

• Anglers spend $1.5 billion 
fishing* 

• Wildlife watchers spend a total 
of $1.5 billion annually**

• Bicyclists spend $1.4 billion on 
bicycle expenses***

• ATV/UTV riders spend $4.2 
billion****
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25,000 MILES OF TRAILS

228,189 SNOWMOBILES REGISTERED

Minnesota: 21,000

Maine: 13,200

New York: 10,300 

Minnesota: 219,460

Michigan: 167,140

New York: 95,823

*International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association, 2023.

Sign up for the Wisconsin Outside newsletter:
outdoorrecreation.wi.gov

TOOLS & RESOURCES FOR YOU

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Business 
detail:
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WiBike Community Toolkit

WEBINARS, WORKSHOPS & TOOLKITS

#AdventureWIthCare

Small Changes, Big Impact 
for Accessible Outdoors

WORKFORCE ATTRACTION TOOL

Economic Impact 
Reports

RESEARCH LIBRARY & RESOURCE BY TOPIC
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DIY ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT WORKSHOP

• Two live, virtual workshops

• One-on-one coaching

• Design and layout support to 
produce a final, short 
economic impact report

WISCONSIN OUTDOOR RECREATION INVENTORY

• Interactive map-based tool 

• Perform detailed searches for 
recreation destinations

• Database of map files that is free 
and publicly accessible

• Annual updates

• Option for user-generated contentSCAN TO 
LEARN 
MORE

THANK YOU!
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